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An electric assist steering system (10) in- 
cludes a torque sensor (16) that provides an ap- 
plied torque signal (24) indicative of applied steer- 
ing torque. A motor position sensor (36) provides 
a motor position signal (40) indicative of the rela- 
tive position between the rotor and the stator of an 
AC permanent magnet electric assist motor (22). 
A first controller (26) controls energization of the 
electric assist motor and a second controller (54) 
calculates a DQ vector value in response to ap- 
plied steering torque and motor position. The sec- 
ond controller (54) also transforms the monitored 
motor current and position into DQ values. The 
second controller (54) compares the DQ values 
responsive to applied steering torque with the DQ 
value from monitored motor current and position. 
The electric assist motor (22) is disabled if the 
comparison indicates inconsistent results. 



ASSIST STEERING SYSTEM 




FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 



Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


Albania 


ES 


Spain 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


Armenia 


FI 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


Slovakia 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


Senegal 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


sz 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


Chad 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan 


BF 


Burkina Faso 


GR . 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


Ukraine 


BR 


Brazil 


IL 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UG 


Uganda 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


United States of America 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


uz 


Uzbekistan 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JF 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


Viet Nam 


CG 


Congo 


KF> 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzsian 


NO 


Norway 


zw 


Zimbabwe 


CI 


C6te d'lvoire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


PT 


Portugal 






CU 


Cuba 


KZ 


Kazakstan 


RO 


Romania 






CZ 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


RU 


Russian Federation 






DE 


Germany 


LI 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 






DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SE 


Sweden 






EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







WO 00/48047 

PCT/USOO/03378 

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CONTROLLING AN ELECTRIC ASSIST 

STEERING SYSTEM 



Technical Field 

The present invention relates to an apparatus and 
-thod for controlling an electric motor and, more 
particularly, to a method and apparatus for contain, 
an electric assist motor in an electric assist steering 



system. 



Background of <->,„ Invention 

Motor control system for electric assist steerin 
systems typically are eguipped uitn vatiQus 
and controls for monitoring and detecting abnormal 
conditions in the electric motor being monitored. For 
-ample, it may be desiraMe to detect when the 
electric motor is not combating properly or when the 
motor or the drive circuitry has overheated. U.S. 
latent No. 5,257,828 and U.S. Patent No. 5,5 17 ,4 J5 , 
both to Miner et al. and assigned to TRW !nc, 
disclose approaches for detecting abnormal conditions 
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in an electric assist steering system and for 
controlling the electric assist motor accordingly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,726,545 discloses a method for 
controlling electric current in a servo motor using DQ 
5 conversion for converting three-phase current into a 

two-phase DQ reference coordinate. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,670,854 to Matsuura et al. 
discloses a control system for an induction motor in an 
electric assist steering systems where the induction 
10 motor does not include permanent magnets. The Matsuura 

et al. patent further discloses using DQ conversion in 
the control process for the electric assist motor. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is directed to a method and 
15 apparatus for controlling an electric assist steering 

system. A first set of motor control values are 
determined in response to applied steering torque. The 
electric motor is energized in response to this first 
set of motor control values. When the motor is 
20 energized, it has motor operating values. Motor 

control values are determined from the motor operating 
values. A second set of motor control values are 
determined in response to applied steering torque. The 
motor is disabled when the determined motor . control 
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values from the motor operating values is inconsistent 
with the determined second set of motor control values 
responsive to applied steering torque. 

in accordance with another embodiment, motor 
current control values are determined in response to 
applied steering torque. A DQ controller transforms 
the determined current control values into three-phase 
drive signals which are applied to the motor. DQ 
values are determined from the monitored motor current 
and position values. DQ values are determined in 
response to applied steering torque. The DQ values 
responsive to applied steering torque are compared 
against the DQ values responsive to monitored motor 
current and position. The motor is disabled if the 
comparison indicates an inconsistency. 

Brief Description of i- he Drawings 

The foregoing and other features and advantages of 
the present invention will become apparent to those 
skilled in the art to which the present invention 
relates upon reading the following description with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig- 1 is a schematic representation of a system 
in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 
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Fig. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating the 
operation of a first controller of the system of Fig. 1 
in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating the 
operation of a second controller of the system of 
Fig. 1 in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

Fig. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating the 
operation of the first controller of the system of 
Fig. 1 in accordance with an alternative preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Description of a Preferred Embodiment: 

Fig. 1 illustrates a vehicle electric assist 
steering system 10 that includes a vehicle steering 
wheel 12 connected to an input shaft 14. The input 
shaft 14 is operatively connected to a pinion shaft 18 
through a torsion bar (not shown) . The torsion bar 
twists in response to the torque applied to the vehicle 
steering wheel 12 to permit relative rotation between 
the input shaft 14 and an output shaft 18 in a known 
manner. A torque sensor 16 is operatively connected to 
the input shaft 14 and the output shaft 18 to sense the 
applied steering torque. The output shaft 18 is 
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operatives connected to steerable wheels schematically 
illustrated at block 20. 

Steering assist is provided through energization 
of an electric motor 22. Preferably, ' the electric 
-otor 22 is a multi-phase motor such as a three-phase 
permanent magnet alternating current rPMAC) motor of 
known configuration with phases A, B, and C. The PMAC 
motor 22 includes a plurality of stator poles disposed 
in a generally circular array around a rotor. Each of 
the stator poles includes a plurality of conductive 
windings which form phases A, B, and C. The rotor is 
rotatably disposed within the stator housing to rotate 
about a central axis. The rotor also includes a 
Plurality of spaced apart poles arranged in a generally 
circular array with permanent magnets disposed on each 
pole. When the stator windings are energized by 
appropriate AC signals, the energized stator poles 
create an electric field which effects rotation of the 
rotor . 

The electric motor 22 may be operatively connected 
with a rack and pinion gear set of the vehicle. 
Alternatively, the motor 22 may be operatively 
connected with the steering column, such as to the 
pinion or output shaft 18. Advantageously, the 
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system 10 may be used in accordance with the present 
invention with either a rack drive, pinion drive, 
column drive, or any type of electric assist steering 
system. The system 10 also may be adapted for use with 
an electric powered hydraulic steering system. 

In order to control operation of the motor 22, the 
system includes the torque sensor 16 which senses the 
amount of steering torque applied to the steering 
wheel 12. The torque sensor 16 may be an inductive 
torque sensor, an optical torque sensor, a resistive 
torque sensor, or any other known type of torque 
sensor. The torque sensor 16 provides a signal 24 to a 
main controller 26 indicative of the amount of applied 
steering torque. 

The controller 26 preferably is a microprocessor 
or microcomputer programmed for controlling the 
electric assist motor 22 in response to one or more 
input signals, including the torque sensor signal 24. 
Other vehicle parameters 28, such as from a vehicle 
speed sensor, soft start control circuitry, and/or 
other desirable vehicle condition parameters, provide 
signal (s) 30 to the controller 26 indicative of the 
sensed parameters. The controller 26 also includes 
memory having a look-up table 29. 



WO 00/48047 

PCT/US00/03378 

-7- 

The controller 26 receives electrical power from a 
power supply, such as the vehicle battery 32 that has 
been appropriately filtered and maintained as a desired 
voltage level through a voltage regulator 34. 

A motor position sensor 36 is operatively 
connected with the electric assist motor 22 through 
connection 38. The motor position sensor 36 monitors 
the relative position of the rotor and the stator of 
the motor 22 and provides a motor position signal 40 to 
the controller 26. 

The controller 2 6 determines a current command 
value in response to the applied input torque 
signal 24, the motor position signal 40, and signal 30. 
Specifically, the controller 26 is preprogrammed to 
determine a level of motor current, suitably from 
values stored in the look-up table 29, according to the 
input torque signal 24, the input position signal 40, 
and other parameter signals 30. The determined level 
of motor current energizes the electric assist motor 22 
to provide an appropriate amount of steering assist. 

A motor control arrangement for an electric assist 
steering system is disclosed in U.S. Patent 
No. 5,475,289 to McLaughlin et al., which is assigned 
to TRW inc. The McLaughlin et al. patent discloses an 
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apparatus and method for deriving the current command 
value by interpolating between current profile curves 
which are stored in appropriate memory. The 
interpolation performed by the controller 26 is similar 
to that disclosed in the McLaughlin et al. patent and 
may be linear or non-linear. The controller 26 
interpolates between current profile curves to derive a 
motor current command signal 42 for each of the 
plurality of phases of the motor 22. 

The motor current command signal 42 is supplied to 
a drive circuit 44 which, in turn, provides an 
appropriate amount of electric current to each of the 
plurality of phases of the motor 22. The drive 
circuit 44 is electrically connected through electrical 
connection 45 to a power supply, suitably battery 32 or 
a voltage regulator. Preferably, the controller 26 
includes a pulse-width-modulating circuitry that 
provides the output signal 42 in the form of a 
plurality of pulse-width-modulated signals. The 
pulse-width-modulated signals are provided to an array 
of switching devices, preferably FETs, which comprise 
the drive circuit 44. Accordingly, the FETs of the 
drive circuit 44 are pulse-width modulated by the 
current command signal 42 to provide a desired 
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alternating current to each of the phases of the 
electric motor 22 at a level commensurate with the 
applied steering torque. 

The controller 26 also is programmed to perform 
suitable diagnostics to ensure proper operation of the 
system 10 and, in particular, of the electric assist 
motor 22 and the drive circuit 44. m order to perform 
such diagnostics, the system 10 includes a' temperature 
sensor 46 operatively connected to the drive circuit 44 
by a connection schematically illustrated at 48. The 
temperature sensor 4 6 provides a temperature sensor 
signal 50 to the main controller 26 indicative of the 
temperature of the drive circuit 44. 

The temperature sensing and diagnostic function 
preferably includes those disclosed in U.S. Patent 
No. 5,257,828 to Miller et al. which is assigned to TRW 
Inc. and incorporated herein by reference. The 
system 10 also may include stall detection circuitry 
through which the controller 26 may detect a motor 
stall condition in the electric assist motor 22. The 
stall condition, for example, may be detected by 
collectively monitoring the applied torque signal 24 in 
combination with sensing the commutation of the motor 
through a signal 4 7 from the motor 22 to the main 
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controller 26. An example of a suitable stall 
detection operation is disclosed in U.S. Patent 
No. 5,517,415 also to Miller et al. f which is assigned 
to TRW Inc. and incorporated herein by reference. The 
5 stall detection function may also include a temperature 

dependent operation, whereby the system gain is 
controlled as a function of temperature. 

In accordance with the present invention, the 
system 10 also includes a secondary or overseer 

10 controller 54 . The secondary controller 54 operates to 

verify proper operation of the electric assist motor 22 
in response to the applied torque signal 24. This, in 
turn, provides a system check on the control process 
performed by the main controller 26. The secondary 

15 controller 54 is electrically connected to a power 

supply, such as the voltage regulator 34. 

The secondary controller 54, like the main 
controller 26, receives the torque sensor signal 24 and 
the motor position sensor signal 40 as inputs. These 

20 input signals enable the secondary controller 54 to 

determine a motor voltage or motor current value. The 
motor voltage or current value corresponds to a 
respective motor voltage or current that will provide 
the amount of steering assist corresponding to sensed 
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input torque. Accordingly, the secondary controller 54 
can compare the determined value with the actual motor 
voltage or current to determine if an abnormal 
condition exists. 

The secondary controller 54 also receives a 
signal 56 indicative of a monitored value of the actual 
voltage and/or current of each of the plurality of 
Phases A, B, and C of the electric assist motor 22. m 
the preferred embodiment of Fig. 1, the system includes 
a voltage or current monitoring device 58 that is 
electrically connected with and monitors a voltage or 
current condition of each phase A, B, and C of the 
electric assist motor 22. The monitoring device 58 
provides the voltage or current signal 56 to the 
secondary controller 54. Preferably, the monitoring 
device 58 provides signals indicative of the actual 
instantaneous voltage value for each of the plurality 
Phases A, B, and C of the electric assist motor 22. 
The monitoring device 58 also could be connected 
directly with the electric motor 22. 

In response the applied torque and motor position 
signals 24 and 40, respectively, the secondary 
controller 54 determines a DQ vector quantity, which is 
a two-dimensioned representation of the motor voltage 
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or current according to the applied input torque and 
motor position. The secondary controller 54 converts 
the DQ voltage or current vector into a three phase 
voltage or current, depending on whether the monitoring 
device 58 is configured to provide voltage or current 
values. If the converted phase values agree with the 
monitored phase values from monitoring device 58, 
operation of the electric assist motor continues under 
the control of controller 26 uninterrupted. However, 
if the converted phase values differ from the monitored 
phase values by a predetermined amount, the secondary 
controller 54 determines the occurrence of an 
abnormality and provides a signal 60 to disable the 
electric assist motor 22. 

Preferably, a power relay 62 is electrically 
connected with two or more phases of the electric 
assist motor 22 and responsive to the secondary 
controller 54 . Accordingly, upon the power relay 62 
receiving the disable command signal 60, the power 
relay opens to disconnect the electric assist motor 22 
from its power supply 32, thereby removing steering 
assist. The vehicle can still be steered manually. 

As stated above, the main controller 26 preferably 
utilizes a look-up table 29 to determine the current 
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drive signals in response to input parameters so as to 
control the electric assist motor 22. Necessary input 
parameters include the applied torque signal 24 and the 
motor position signal 40. 

Referring to Fig. 2, the process within the main 
controller 26 begins at step 100. m step 100, the 
applied input torque is monitored by the main 
controller 26 through the torque sensor signal 24. 
Next, at step 102, the main controller 26 monitors the 
relative position between the rotor and stator of the 
motor 22 through the motor position signal 40. 

The process proceeds to step 104. In step 104, a 
motor current value is determined in response to the 
motor torque signal 24 and the motor position 
signal 40, preferably from the look-up 29 within the 
main controller 26. The actual control value will be 
interpolated for smooth control. Alternatively, rather 
than utilizing a look-up table, similar to that 
disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,475,289, the 
controller 26 may mathematically calculate 
corresponding current values by known motor control 
algorithms. The current values correspond to the 
amount of current that is to be applied to the electric 



WO 00/48047 



PCT/US00/03378 



-14- 

assist motor 22 by the drive circuit 44 in order to 
achieve the desired amount of steering assist. 

The process proceeds to step 106 in which the main 
controller 26 outputs the current drive signal 42 which 
are provided to the drive circuit 44. The phase 
current drive signal 42 preferably is a plurality of 
pulse-width-modulated signals for gating the individual 
FETs that form the drive circuit 44. The PWM drive 
signals 42 gate the FETs so as to provide a desired AC 
signal for each of the motor phases. Preferably, drive 
circuit 42 provides AC current signals to each phase of 
the three phase electric motor 22, each signal being 
phase shifted by 120°. Accordingly, the FETs of the 
drive circuit 44 are controlled by the main 
controller 26 to provide an appropriate AC input 
current at each of the phases A, B, and C according to 
the applied input torque or any other desired vehicle 
parameters . 

The process then proceeds to step 108 where the 
main controller 26 performs diagnostics. The 
diagnostics, for example, may include temperature 
sensing of the FETs in the drive circuit 44, stall 
detection of the electric assist motor 22 by signal 47 
as well as other known diagnostic functions. Such 
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diagnostics also may include Storing a communication 
link 66 between the secondary controller. 54 and the 
main controller 26. Pertinent data may be exchanged 
over the communication link 66 to enable the main 
controller 26 to diagnose a possible failure of the 
overseer 54. The secondary controller 54 also might 
monitor the operation of the main controller 26 so as 
to determine the existence of an abnormal condition in 
the main controller. Upon completing the desired 

diagnostics, the process returns to step 100. 

In Fig. 3 , the control process of the secondary 

controller 54 begins at step 120 by the secondary 

controller monitoring the applied i nput torque 

signal 24. 

Next, the process continues to step 124 with the 
secondary controUer S4 monitoring the relative 
position between the rotor and stator of the motor 22. 
The motor position data is provided through the motor 
position signal 40 from the motor position sensor 36. 

The process then proceeds to step 126 where the 
secondary controller 5, determines a DQ vector as a 
function of the applied steering torgue and motor 
position. It is known that motor torgue may 
mathematically be determined as the vector cross 
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product of the rotor flux and the stator magnito-motive 
force ( "MMF" ) . The DQ vector control analysis is a 
two-dimensional representation of a motor current or 
voltage corresponding to the value of 'the applied 
5 steering torque indicated by the applied torque 

signal 24. The DQ vector may be represented as either 
a voltage or current vector, each having a D-axis 
component and a Q-axis component in the rotating 
coordinates. The D-axis refers to the direct or 

10 permanent flux linkage associated with the rotor 

magnets of the electric assist motor 22, i.e., the 
rotor flux. The Q-axis refers to the stator MMF, which 
leads the rotor flux by 90°, i.e., it is in quadrature 
with the D-axis. 

15 Because the relative position of the rotor and 

stator is known, the individual D-axis and Q-axis 
components of motor voltage or current are determined 
by DQ transformation as a function of the applied 
torque value and the motor position value. 

20 The determined DQ vector value is a 

two-dimensional vector representation of the motor 
current or motor voltage corresponding to the 
three-phase motor current or voltage values as 
determined by the main controller 26. The accuracy of 
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the DQ transformation is improved by obtaining a 
relatively high resolution motor position value from 
the motor position sensor 36. Accordingly, the motor 
position sensor may include a plurality of sensing 
devices configured to provide the desired high 
resolution indication of motor position. 

The process proceeds to step 128 where the 
secondary controller 5 4 converts the DQ vector value 
into a three-phase voltage value by applying an 
appropriate DQ transform to the previously determined 
DQ vector value. Provided that the main controller and 
secondary controller are operating properly, the 
converted three-phase voltage or current values should 
agree with the actual voltage or current values of the 
electric assist motor 22. 

The process continues to step 130. m step 130, 
the secondary controller 54 monitors the phase voltages 
currents of each phase A, B, and C of the electric 
assist motor 22. The converted phase voltage values 
and the monitored phase voltage or current values are 
appropriately normalized to a desired voltage level, 

suitably according to the vnM-*nr> i ^ 

y une voltage level from voltage 

regulator 34. 
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The process proceeds to step 132 where the 
secondary controller 54 compares the converted phase 
voltage values and the monitored phase voltage or 
current values. This determination is made to verify 
that the electric assist motor 22 is operating at a 
level corresponding to the applied steering torque. 
This, in turn, also verifies whether the electric 
motor 22 and the drive circuit 44 are responding 
properly to the current command signals 42 from the 
main controller 26. 

The process then proceeds to step 134 where it is 
determined whether the converted phase voltage values 
agree with the monitored phase voltage values of the 
electric assist motor 22, i.e., are they within a 
predetermined amount. If the determination is 
affirmative, the process returns to step 120 where the 
process repeats. On the other hand, if the' 
determination is negative, such as where the converted 
phase values differ from the monitored phase values by 
a predetermined amount, the process proceeds to 
step 136. 

In step 136, the secondary controller 54 provides 
signal 60 to the power relay 62 so as to disable the 
electric assist motor 22. Upon receiving the 
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signal 60, the power relay 62 deactivates the electric 
assist ra otor 22 by disconnecting the „otor 22 £ rom the 

power supply 32. 

While the main controller 26 described above 
preferably utilizes a look-up table to determine the 
three-phase current command signal 42, it will be 

appreciated that, alternative, +-k 

/ alternatively, the current command 

signal may be determined in using a DQ vector 
transformation, as illustrated in Fig. 4 and described 
above with respect to the secondary controller 54. 
With the main controller using DQ vector 
transformation, the secondary controller could utilize 
either DQ transformation, as described above, or it 
could be configured to include a look-up table to 
determine the phase voltage or current values. The 
secondary controller 54 then would confirm the proper 
operation of the electric motor 22 as described above. 

The secondary controller 54 also may be configured 
to communicate with the main controller 26 over 
communication link 66. Such communication could be 
used to effect an incremental increase or decrease in 
the current command signal 42 in response to the 
results of the comparison performed by the secondary 
controller 54. 
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It further will be understood that, rather than 
the secondary controller 54 transforming the DQ vector 
values to three phase voltage or current values prior 
to step 134, the monitored three phase voltage or 
5 current values from the monitoring device 58 could be 

transformed into DQ axis components. The values of 
such monitored DQ axis components are then compared 
with the corresponding values of the determined DQ 
vector to determine whether such values substantially 
10 agree. -If the values do not agree (e.g., they differ 

by more than a predetermined amount) the secondary 
controller 54 disables the electric assist motor 22 
through activation of the power relay 62, as described 
above . 

15 It should also be appreciated that the functions 

performed by the two controllers 26, 54 could be 
accomplished using a single controller. 

A method for controlling an electric assist motor 
in accordance with the present invention comprises 

20 determining a first set of motor control values in 

response to applied steering torque, energizing the 
electric motor in response to the first set of motor 
control values, the motor having operating values when 
energized, determining a motor control value from the 
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motor operating values, determining a second set of 
motor control values in response to the applied 
steering torque, and disabling the motor when the 
determined motor control value from the motor operating 
values is inconsistent with the determined second set 
of motor control values responsive to applied steering 
torque. Being inconsistent means that the signs of the 
determined values are not equal or that the determined 
values are different by a predetermined amount. 

From the above description of the invention and 
the included appendices, those skilled- in the art will 
perceive improvements, changes and modifications. Such 
improvements, changes and modifications within the 
skill of the art are intended to be covered by the 
appended claims. 
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Having described the invention, the following is 
claimed: 

1. A method for controlling an' electric assist 
motor comprising: 

determining a first set of motor control 
values in response to applied steering torque; 

energizing the electric motor in response to 
said first set of motor control values, the motor 
having operating values when energized; 

determining a motor control value from the 
motor operating values; 

determining a second set of motor control 
values in response to the applied steering torque; and 

disabling said motor when said determined 
motor control value from the motor operating values is 
inconsistent with said determined second set of motor 
control values responsive to applied steering torque. 



2. The method of cla 
assist motor is a multi-pha 
determining said first set 
a DQ transformation to dete 
motor control values. 



im 1 wherein the electric 
se motor and said step of 
of motor control values uses 
rmine a first set of DQ 
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3- The method of claim 2 wherein said step of 
determining a motor control value from the motor 
operating values includes determining DQ values as a 
function of at least monitored motor current and 
position. 



4. The method of claim 3 wherein said step of 
determining a second set of motor control values 
includes determining a second set of DQ motor control 
values in response to the applied steering torque. 

5- The method of c l aim 4 wherein said step Qf 
disabling includes comparing the determined Q value 
which is a function of monitored motor current and 
position with the determined Q value which is a 
function of applied steering torque, said motor being 
disabled when at least one of signs of said Q values 
and magnitudes are inconsistent. 

6- A method for controlling an electric assist 
steering system having a permanent magnet AC motor, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

determining first motor control values in 
response to applied steering torque; 
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energizing said motor based on the first 
motor control values , the motor having operating values 
when energized; 

determining second motor control values using 
a DQ transformation; and 

disabling said motor when said operating 
value and said second control value are not consistent. 

7 . A method as set forth in claim 6 wherein said 
step of determining first motor control values further 
comprises determining the first motor control value 
using a look-up table. 

8 . A method as set forth in claim 6 wherein said 
step of determining first motor control values further 
comprises determining the first motor control values 
using a DQ transformation. 



9. An apparatus for controlling an AC electric 
motor having a plurality of phases comprising: 

a first controller operative to receive an 
applied torque signal and a motor position signal, said 
first controller providing output signals operative to 
energize each phase of the electric motor in response 
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to the applied tor qu e signa! and said motor posltion 

signal; 

a second controller operative to receive the 
applied torque signal, the motor position signal, and 
monitored phase signals indicative of at least one of a 
voltage or current condition of each phase of the 
electric motor, said second controller deterging a DQ 
vector value according to the applied torque signal, 
the DQ vector value being indicative of at least one of 
a voltage condition and a current condition 
corresponding to the applied torque signal, said second 
controller transforming the DQ vector value into 
calculated phase values indicative at least one of a 
voltage and a current for each phase of the electric 
motor according to the motor position signal; and 

a relay device operatively connected with the 
electric motor, said relay device being effective to 
disable the electric motor if the calculated phase 
values disagree with the actual phase signals of the 
electric motor. 
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10. An electric assist steering system 
comprising : 

a torque sensor which senses applied steering 
torque and provides an applied torque' signal; 

a motor position sensor which senses the 
relative position between the rotor and the stator of 
an AC permanent magnet electric assist motor and 
provides a high resolution motor position signal 
indicative thereof; 

a first controller operative to control 
energization of the electric assist motor in response 
to the applied torque signal and said motor position 
signal ; 

a second controller which determines a DQ 
vector value indicative of at least one of motor 
voltage and motor current as a function of the applied 
torque signal, said second controller transforming the 
DQ vector value into at least one of a transformed 
phase voltage value and a transformed phase current 
value for each phase of the electric assist motor, said 
second controller monitoring at least one of the 
voltage and current of each phase of the electric 
assist motor and comparing the transformed phase values 
with the monitored phase values and said second 
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controller detecting an abnormality in said system if 
the transformed values are inconsistent. 

11- A system as set forth in claim 10 further 
comprising a relay device, wherein said second 
controller provides a relay signal upon said second 
controller detecting the abnormality in said system, 
said relay device disabling the electric assist motor 
in response to the relay signal of said second 
controller . 



12. A method for controlling an electric assist 
steering system having a permanent magnet electric 
assist motor comprising the steps of: 

monitoring applied steering torque; 
determining an assist drive current value in 
response to the monitored applied steering torque from 
a lookup table; 

energizing the electric assist motor in 
response to the determined drive current value; 

monitoring a value corresponding to at least 
one of a motor voltage value and a motor current value 
of the electric assist motor when energized by the 
drive current value; 
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monitoring motor position; 

determining a DQ vector value in response to 
said the monitored motor position and the monitored 
motor current; 

determining a DQ vector value in response to 
applied steering torque; 

comparing the determined DQ vector responsive 
to monitored motor position and current with the 
DQ value responsive to applied steering torque; and 

disabling the electric assist motor if said 
step of comparing indicates inconsistent DQ values-. 
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